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JOINT STATEMENT OF MRS. ARUNA ASAF ALI,
DR. RAM MANOHAR LOHIA AND MESSRS.
JAIPRAKASH NARAIN AND ACHYUT
PATWARDHAN (JUNE 8,1946)
The Indian people are facing a momentous decision which-
will finally determine the direction of their political
effort in the present and immediate future. The Indian
National Congress has shaped and directed this effort for
over sixty years and it has evolved and established through
many struggles the unalterable essentials of real freedom for
the people of this land. Whatever decision we are called
upon to make must be examined strictly in terms of the
fundamentals of our nationalism :
(1)  Abolition of every vestige of foreign domination.
(2)  The political and economic unity of our people.
(3)  A growing  equality  in  our   political  and   economic
relationships     expressed    through     democratic   forms     of
administration.
(4)  A common code of fundamental rights, establishing &
uniform and equal status for every citizen  in   political, social
and   economic   spheres*    over-riding   religious   or   regional
differences.
Should we hold fast to those fundamentals, refusing to
whittle down our essential demands and count no cost too
great ? Such a decision may lead us once again into conflict
with the powers that are with all that follows in the wake of
the conflict.
Or should we in the alternative accept to work along,
with parties and persons who have heretofore opposed us at
every step in spirit of co-operation and compromise ?
We are at the cross-roads and whatever decisions we take-
on the British Cabinet's?proposals must be determined by the
essentials which have sustained us in every crisis during the-
past.
Complete independence is only an expression unless it
means the end of British domination, direct or indirect. This-
demands the withdrawal of British troops even before , the
meeting of the constituent assembly as it must possess-